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Maiden Bradley is in the Cranborne Chase Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty, surrounded by rolling chalk downlands and 
ancient woodlands. The parish includes the hamlets of Gare 
Hill, and Yarnfield with its medieval remains. There is a history 
of ancient settlement from the Bronze Age to the Romans. 
By the 11th century, the local manor was held by Tostig 
Godwinson, brother of the last Anglo-Saxon King Harold. In 
the 12th century, the village was home to a priory hospital 
for women suffering from leprosy, founded by Baron Bisset. 
The Norman Church of All Saints also dates from this period, 
although built on the site of a Saxon chapel. Plague struck the 
village in 1646, but it survived after ten months of isolation. 
Since the 17th century, the village has been home to the Dukes 
of Somerset.
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